Steer Information

1. Tie the steer up daily in a trim rack if possible or to a sturdy post.  Make sure the head is high.  This should be done every day until show.  The first 2 weeks leave him there for about 4 hours per day.  Bathe and comb him while he’s tied up, getting him used to people handling him.  If he kicks, use a broom down low on his legs until he stops kicking at it.  This may take several days/weeks.  Be patient.

2. Begin walking him daily after 2-3 weeks.  Do NOT just walk him to his feed and water.  Make sure he walks away from it.  When the steer becomes easy to handle, start using a show stick to set his feet squarely underneath him.

3. Keep clean water daily.  Feed a starter ration every 12 hours.  Steers usually eat 2-3% of their body weight, then switch to a finishing ration about 120-150 days before show, which would be about September or October.  The steer should start putting on fat.  Ideal finish is about ½ an inch of fat on the 12th rib.  We will help you determine when the best time to do this.  It will depend on the growth of your calf.
4. Weigh the animals monthly.  Show weight for steers is 900-lbs. minimum and no maximum.  To figure out Average daily gain take the new weight minus the last months weight and divide that by the number of actual days in between weights.  The average steer will gain about 3 lbs a day.  Some will gain less in the summer and some will gain more in the winter.
5. Worm steers monthly.  Alternate between a paste and an injection type wormer to ensure all types of worms are being killed and the animal dos not become immune to one type of wormer.  

6. A show halter will need to be purchased for shows.  

7. The steers should be clipped a couple times prior to the final clip before the show.  
8. Sickness—If you think your steer has a temperature, take it rectally and if it’s over 101.5 degrees F you should contact a vet in order to get stronger antibiotics than you can buy at the store.  

