Chicken Information

If building a facility, 10’ x 10’ is a great size.  It’s a good idea to cover the floor with heavy plastic then cover that with about 4” of shavings.  Seven-dust can be applied to the floor before covering to prevent pests, especially fire ants.  When very small, you can cover the shavings with burlap or cloth to prevent the birds from ingesting the shavings.  A containment ring, about 4’ in diameter made out of cardboard, or any other pliable, cheap material, is also helpful to keep the birds out of the corners.  Place several feeders and water containers inside the ring.  Two heat lamps should be sufficient to heat this area to 90 to 95 degrees before the birds arrive.  Keep lights on all the time (40 watt).  

LS-50 is good to have on hand for respiratory problems.  Also, have medicated feed, vitamins, and electrolytes.  Keep all other fowl away; chicks are very susceptible to diseases they might carry.

Ventilation is extremely important.  Ammonia can build up and it is heavier than air, so if you can smell it, just imagine what the birds are breathing.  Keeping the area clean and properly ventilated will prevent problems.

Remember-the more you can check on the birds or walk through the area, the more they will consume.  Normal chicks should weigh 48-55 grams at day one.

A suggested schedule:

DAY 1

Have house warm.  Use gamebird or turkey starter for 7-21 days.  Keep feeders and water clean enough that you would use them.  Use electrolytes at a rate of ¼ teaspoon per gallon of water.  Watch the temperature and behavior of birds.  If they are hot, they will be far away from the light.

DAY 5

Remove the burlap from the shaving and enlarge the containment ring or remove if the house is warm.

DAY 7

Remove electrolytes from the water.  Birds consume lots of water; they need 10 lbs. of water (over a gallon) for each 1 lb. of feed.  Lower the temperature 5 degrees.

DAY 14

You may change over to an all in one broiler feed or wait until day 21.  Lower the temperature another 5 degrees. You may want to cull on day 17.  If so, do this by weight only.  Keep about half the number you started with.  Remove all culls from the main pen.

DAY 21

Lower the temperature to 65 to 75 degrees but keep heat available since the birds are not fully feathered.  The birds should be on all in one broiler feed by this time.

DAY 25

Cull birds for sure if you did not on day 17.  If you did, you may cull again if you wish to do so.  Introduce grease at this time.  Any saturated animal fat, such as bacon grease, hamburger, sausage, etc.  Mix grease with feed until wet; top all your feeders with mixture.  You may clip toenails.

DAY 28

Grease should be fed 2-3 times per day. 

DAY 32

Add another grease feeding per day.

DAY 35 to SHOW

Feed grease 6-8 times per day or as much as they can consume without scouring.  Thirty-six hours before the show start electrolytes at the rate of ¼ teaspoon per gallon.  Do NOT over do the electrolytes.

SHOW DAY (or 1-2 days before)

Pick out the best three birds for the show.  Remember UNIFORMITY is most important.  If you have never selected them, the ag teachers will help you.

